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The roles of Dr. Tadao Miyasaka played for
training professional health educators

Kazuyoshi OHTSU™!, Hisako KAMATA™**

Abstract

Objective: Dr. Tadao Miyasaka worked as the president and adviser for the Japanese Nonprofit Organization
(NPO) for Training Professional Health Educators. This article reviews the roles of Dr. Miyasaka played for
training professional health educators in Japan. ,

Contents: Dr. Miyasaka has appealed the need for training professional health educators since around 1945. He
was the genuine “Professional Health Educator,” as he obtained a degree of Master of Public Health from the
School of Public Health, Harvard University. In practice, while he was the president of the Japanese Society
of Health Education and Promotion, he also became the first president of the Japanese NPO for Training
Professional Health Educators in 2001. For 12 years, he has contributed himself to create a system of the
training professional health educators. As the vice-president of the Kagawa Nutrition University, he made an
NPO office, identified accredited schools, organized workshops and seminars, conducted qualification tests.
He also established a system for health education research and conducted human resource development,
especially for the school nurse course. As a result of this NPO activities, the NPO could have 129 qualified
professional health educators with various job background in the last 11 years.

Conclusion: Dr. Miyasaka was “the father of professional health educator”, in other words, “Mr. Health Educa-
tor” in Japan. By working with trained professional health educators, we would like to follow his passion for
health education, to reinforce it, and to make it more substantial.

(JJHEP, 2014 : 22(Suppl.) : 72-77])
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